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My Brothers, 

 

Brothers, I thank you for your support of my election as Worshipful Master and fellow officers of 

the Lodge. We will labor hard for the craft. My goals for the next year are to increase participation by the mem-

bership, community involvement , and increase our membership. The Lodge Meetings will be shorter in length 

but not lacking in content and present some interesting programs.  

 

I have formed a team of Brothers to assist me in this effort. I will introduce them at our meeting in January. A 

very brief presentation by this Team will be given describing the statistics of the lodge membership, age, atten-

dance, location of our members, loss of members, etc. The resulting data led me to form this committee and to 

propose the following Programs which I trust will be interesting topics to the craft. The topics are, Black-Hawk 

Down, Roselyn Chapel, Your Heart and You, Health Insurance and Medicare, Wills ï Trusts ï Powers of Attor-

ney, and Citizenship and Illegal Aliens. Most of the programs will be open to your family and friends.  

 

In addition, I intend to have other events for you, your family and friends. In hopes of increasing family involve-

ment in our Lodge.  

 

I need your support and participation to create and develop a new excitement in our Lodge events. I would greatly 

appreciate your assistance and commitment. 

 

With Brotherly Love, 

 

Michael ñMikeò Elliott  

Worshipful Master  
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From Chip in the South . . . 

Trestleboard 

From Mike in the West . . . 
Brothers 
 
Welcome to a new year at Merritt Island Lodge! I hope all of you enjoyed a safe and 
Happy Christmas and New Year and, like me, are anxious to get started and see what 
the new year brings. First and foremost I want to thank all of you for having the confi-
dence to vote me as your Sr. Warden for 2012. Our (by now) Worshipful Master, Mike Elliott leaves 

some big shoes to fill. Iôll do the best I can to follow his example. It is also appropriate at this time to thank our now Jun-
ior Past Master for his hard work last year. I look forward to his input and advice as we carry on the Merritt Island tradi-
tion of Masonic excellence in 2012.  
To begin our new year off on the right foot (hmmm, is that supposed to be left) we will be hosting an Entered Apprentice 
Degree and initiating our new lodge members on January 26th. Please mark your calendars to come out and support 
initiating these soon to be brothers into the fraternity. The lodge will be opened at 7:00 PM sharp.  
Again, thanks' for your vote. I look forward to a busy and rewarding year. 
Fraternally, 
Mike 

BROTHERS MASONIC PROGRESS: 
MM Brothers:  Daniel James Happel and Shandro Alexander Markossy.  Instructor Jim Zulhke and Instructor-aid Woody Cowart 

MM Brothers:  William John Fanning and Ronald Joseph Greco.  Instructor W:. Gene Crawford. 

 

 

I want to thank the Craft for having confidence in me and to allow me to serve as your 

Junior Warden for 2012. As the New Year begins I have to first look back and thank 

all of the brothers for making our Holiday Dinner a wonderful experience for all. Bro. 

Mike B., John Z., Stan Jé..are true examples of going above and beyond for the en-

joyment and betterment of our Lodge. I wanted to personally thank you and the many other brothers who helped. 

Going forward, I hope to continue with the same zeal and effort to bring you ñscrumptious dinnerò, ñbelt tightening 

breakfastsò, and ñsave room for dessert Steak Nightsò along with numerous others. If you would like to try your hand at 

a favorite dish or like to just help serve your Lodge, please come tell me. Weôll have a great time and wonôt go away 

hungry. 

As a future endeavor, I would like to look into our disposable dish and silverware costs and compare them with the pos-

sibility of installing a dishwasher. This would allow us to utilize our fine china and real silverware regularly and save 

money in the long run. 

And finally, I would like to thank Bro. Keith McGregor for accepting the position of Maintenance Engineer and Bro. 

Chris Davis as Kitchen Manager. If any brother sees an issue with the lodge, kitchen, or property that needs attention, 

contact them or myself so we can address it.  

Fraternally, 

Alvin ñChipò Gipson 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!!!! As I am writing this, we will have only 10 Brothers suspended for Non-

Payment of Dues for 2011 and prior. Thanks to the efforts of Brother Jim Kendig, who pared the list 

down from a start of 52 second notices that had to be mailed out. Maybe we can be zero NPD's at the 

end of 2012. Brothers, if you need help with dues please call me and let's work something out. We 

(I) do not want to lose you as a Brother. If there are other issues, please call and we will learn what is not working 

the way we would all wish. I copied the following from another Lodge Secretary. "Dues renewal Notices for 2012 have been 

mailed (last October) Per our signature on our Petition for the Three Degrees, we agreed to pay dues for the ensuing year on or be-

fore December 28th of the current year (2011). Thank you to the many Brethren who have already remitted their dues for 2012. 

From Mackey's Landmarks of Masonry: #16: There will be no interference petween Lodges. 

Your Brotherly Love is important to me! 

Bill Ellis, Secretary 

 

From Bill at the Secretary's Desk . . . 

                                       *The Merritt Island Monthly Charity is: M.I. House of Hope* 

FROM THE 

FROM THE 

WEST 
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Trestleboard 

January 2012 

SPECIAL EVENTS AT YOUR LODGE  

Notes from Chipper. in the kitchen 

 

1/07ðM I Lodge Installation 

1/13 Steak Nite 6:30pm 

Grilled Steak and OES Homemade Desserts at our Lodge  

1/26 EA Degree 7PM 

 

See Bro JD Cowart for Our NEW for Lodge T-Shirts 

and fine Masonic wear and logo trinkets  

 

**NOðSunday Breakfast this Month 

12/13ñSteak Dinner Nite!  ñSteak n Cake!ò 

See Bro Cowart 4 Our NEW for Lodge TShirt 

                       From our Chaplain: 
Brethren, the following Brothers need our special                       

and heartfelt prayers for their loved onesé. 

Brother Walt Bryanôs wife continues at recovery.R:.W:. Ellis back surgery went well 

and he is back in Office for us! Zour Musician, Brother Jim Hough  lost his Aunté 
Marguerite Jackson Wingert went to her just reward on 15 Dec 2011. She was a Past 
Worthy Matron OES, a Past Grand Worthy Matron, Mississippi, active with her Bap-

tist Church and the Salvation Army. There will be no funeral but instead, a Celebration 

of her Life. My first cousin, Glenn Jackson, PM, Past Grand Musician, State of Louisi-
ana will play at the Celebration. The Salvation Army Band will perform as well. She 

left behind two daughters, innumerable grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

Please keep these brothers and their family in your daily prayers 

Brothers, please keep me informed as to who is sick, distressed or has passed to 

their last reward. Remember your obligations, My Brothers. Part of our broth-

erhood is not having to walk this lonesome valley alone. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesdayy Thursday Friday Saturday 

1NO 
MI Lodge 
Breakfast 

2No        
MI Lodge 
Meeting 

3 
 
 

4No open 
Books 

5 
Installation 
Practice 
7 PM 

6 7 MI Lodge 

Installation 
Starts promptly 
6pm/Reception 
after @ Moose 

8    9  
 

10 11  12 
Ritual 
Practice 
7 PM 

13 
 STEAK óN 
CAKE! 6:30 

14  

15 
 

16Stated 
Meeting 
7:30 PM 

17 18 
 

19 
Ritual 
Practice 
7PM 

20  
 

21 
M&W 
9am IR #90 

22 23 
 
 

24 
 
 

25 26  
EA Degree 
7 PM 

 

27 
 
 

28 

29               
 
 
              

30             

           
31 
 

1 2 
Ritual 
Practice 
7PM 

3 4 M&W 

Garage Sale 

Jim Brown         
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*M I COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN  

Finance Committee 

*Mike Elliott  321-452-1088 

Vigilance Committee 

*M. Bauernfeind321-449-9354 

Petitions Committee 

*Mike Elliott  321-452-1088 

Education Committee 

*Dustin Celestin 321-514-9029 

Board of Relief  

*Jimmy Hawkins 732-239-7271 

Charity  

*Jimmy Hawkins 732-239-7271 

Historian Committee 

*Bill Ellis  321-453-7416 

Lodge Property 

*Keith McGregor 321-591-3005 

Audit Committee 

*Mike Elliot  321-452-1088 

By-Laws Committee 

*Steve Walden 321-480-5408 

Widows 

*Jimmy Hawkins 732-239-7271 

MMRL  

*H. Cieszynski    321-652-3344 

MLT  

*Keith McGregor 321-591-3005 

ME 

*Dustin Celestin 321-514-9029 

Community Liaison 

*Dick Wolfe 321-537-4501 

All Hail Our Past Masters 

 

Itôs time once again, to consider 2012 Trestle-

board Advertising and also becoming a valued 

Booster for the craft.  These endeavors sup-

port your lodge and itôs many functions.  :-) 

   The Merritt Island 

PAST MASTERS      

 APRON 

 

OUR TRAVELING GAVEL ðBack to us 

in time for our 46th MI 353 Installation. 

W:.M:. Jimmy Hawkins led a troop of lodge 

brothers over to Harbor City and there, W:. 

Alan Gregg ceremoniously offered it back!  

The camaraderie was both enjoyable and re-

warding.  Letôs do it, again! 

ñOnce in so oftenò King Solomon said 

Watching the Quarrymen drill the stone 

We will club our garlic & wine & bread 

And banquet together beneath my Throne 

And all the brethren shall come to that mess 

As FellowcraftsmenðNo more & no less. 

 BANQUET NITE  

    Brother Rudyard Kipling 
 

Our Lodgeôs Holiday Dinner 2011: December 18th 

was a great day for our Holiday  Feast.  Over 100+ 

attended and enjoyed Ham and Turkey prepared by  

the Junior Warden, Stewards and Bro. John Zulhke. 

OUR THANKS TO THE RAINBOW GIRLS FOR ALL THEIR 

HELP IN SERVING OUR GREAT STEAK DINNERS  MONTHLY 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=george+washington+mason&hl=en&sa=G&biw=1280&bih=717&gbv=2&tbm=isch&tbnid=0Vy4v_SaFvaKjM:&imgrefurl=http://www.riversidemasons.com/freemasonry.html&docid=Xt20GZkZwZizRM&w=640&h=281&ei=FGVZTtjJKc6DtgfZo42oDA&zoom=1
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Your 2011 Officers 

Worshipful 
Master 

   Mike Elliott   (Joan) 407- 
252-8088  

Senior Warden    Mike Bauernfeind   (Kathy)  449-9354   

Junior Warden  Chip Gipson (Francine) 525-7822   

Treasurer Perry  Rogers  (Sue) 412-2246  

Secretary William G. Ellis (Carol) 453-7416  

Senior Deacon John Winchester  III 258-3299 

Junior Deacon Allen Cowart Sr. (Linda) 863-4748 

Senior Steward Stan Jones (Gina) 684-3853 

Junior Steward  John Zulhke (Patty) 632-3762  

Chaplain Jim Brown (Evelyn) 806-4433 

Marshal   Jacob Medieros 544-1328 

Tyler   Dustin Celestin 514-9029 

Organist James ñJimò Hough    (Eiko) 264-0295 

 

Come onï just guess the brother, itôs that simple. It will 

be amazing when you find out! Heôs one ya canôt miss! 

Send guesses to horus@ cfl. rr .com.  The 1st right an-

swer will win a FREE Steak Dinner.  Guess the year he 

was raised and desert is on us too!  Good Luck to all! 

 

 

D i d    Y a    K n o w ? 

Trestleboard 
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   MERRITT ISLAND TAKES 3rd PLACE!  

Promotes our cause and garners community award 

Our PM R:.W:. Carl Goff stands in the East 

once again after delivering an outstanding MM 

Charge in December.  He is flanked our PM & 

current  R:.W:. Steven Walden.  The Ole 23rd 

meets the newest 26th!  Bro. Carl was our last 

R:.W:. of the 23rd district before we became 

and now are known as the 26th District. DYK? 

It wasnôt Santaôs sleigh, it was a 2011 Mustang convertible. 

It wasnôt Santa, it was Worshipful Master Jimmy Hawkins 

It wasnôt the elves, it was JD John Winchester and Marshall 

Rick Ellis (BTW...It was his ñSlayinô Sleighò we styled in!) 

 

It was FUN.  It was 12/5 and the Merritt Island Holiday Pa-

rade for 2011.  It was also truly amazing to see the thou-

sands of M.I. parade watcher realize that we, in Merritt Is-

land, are their local Masonic Chapter.  Next year, the full 

entourage and aspirations for a 1st Place!  HoHoHo! 
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Trestleboard 

Become a Booster & Support your Lodge/ $10 for you/ $15 for you & your Lady!  

Honorary Past 

Masters  

 
 *  Thomas Blyth 
 *   Kelly L. Brinson 
 *   Lloyd Staub 
 *   G.H. ñBudò Walker 
 *   Kenneth Steel 
 *   Roy H. Wall 
 *   Leonard Delauter 
 *   R:. W:. Otto Kolwes 
 *   Fred R. Stewart 
     James R. Hough 
 *   James Mundhenk 
     John F. Millhouse 

      Walter Bryan 
      William ñSlimò McNeal 

 

Chaplain Emeritus  
 * E.N. Robbie Robinson 

Merritt Island Lodgeõs Trestleboard Boosters ! 
Ray Ashman 12/2014  Dan & Liz Fitch 12/11   Frank & Anna Glenn 12/11  
Paul Amos 12/11  Gold Mine of Merritt Island 12/11 Bill & Mary Lou Heink  08/11 
Fred & Allie Anderson 12/11 Robert & Bonita Holmes 09/11  Keith McArthur 12/11   
Burt & Barbara Ashford  John & Jean Markle 12/11  Mike McAfee 12/11 
Stan & Jaunita Baxley 05/11 Troy McDavid 12/11   Daniel & Trish Merlin 12/11 
Jim Brown 12/11  Mike Mershon 12/11   Tom & Linda Norwood 2/12  
Bill Paine Sr. 12/20  Yancey & Catherine Parrish 12/11 Michael Perry 12/11           
Leo & Shirley Cornelison 05/11 Tim Dahn 12/11    Sabato & Diane Daniele 12/11       
Ding 09/11   Bill & Carol Ellis 12/11   Tom & Cassandra Castellucci 12/11 
Robert & Dorothy Ezrow 12/10 Phillip & Betty Perry 12/11  Barry Shaffer 12/13  
Eric Shaffer 12/13  Rodney Smith 12/11   Bill & Maureen Stockman 12/11  
Phil & Glenda Titler 12/11 Steve & Pat Walden 3/12  Roger D. Walker 3/12 
Dick & Lois Wolfe 12/11  Keith & Joy McGregor 3/12  Bill & Barbara Claus 9/13 
Stan & Gina Jones 12/12 

* DECEASED 
Past Masters  

1966 - *Louis H. Scott, KYCH 
1967 - *Douglas McLain, 32°,   
1968 - *E.L."Lank" Green, 33°, PDDGM, MIPGM 
           KYGCH 
1969 - Harry A. Hendry, PDDGM 
1970 - Alfred N. Kee, PP 
1971 - *Jessie L. English 
1972 - Clinton E. Dunn 
1973 - Beryl E. Clements 
1974 - J. Lamar Richardson, KYCH 
1975 - *Ulmer Cleland 
1976 - Perry M. Rogers , KYCH 
1977 -* Vernon G. Hitchcock KCCH, KYCH 
1978 - *John C. Alexander  33* 
1979 - *Boris Y. Skoro 
1980 - *A. Arnold Wanger, PP Azan 
1981 - *Wilson R. Timmons 
1982 - William A. Claus 
1983 - *Cyril J. Chupina,  KYCH 
1984 - Jeffery F. White, PDDGM  
1985 - Virgil P. Brown, Jr., KYCH, PMEGHP 
1986 - Carl Goff, PDDGM 
1987 - William Joe Querry, KYCH 

1988 - Lloyd C. Blackwood, PDDGM 
1989 - *James D. Ratcliffe, KYCH 
1990 - John C. Smith, DI 90'-94', PDDGM   
1991 - William G. Ellis,  DI 95'-97',      
 PDDGM, KYGCH, REPGC 
1992 - *William L. Schroeder 
1993 - William R. Stockman 
1994 - *Michael D. Haworth 
1995 - Richard A. Wolfe  PDDGM, KYCH 
1996 - *Thomas W. Stuart 
1997 - Paul D. Amos 
1998 - Robert L. Duff 
1999 - Daniel E. Fitch, KYCH 
2000 - Franklin L. Glenn, KCCH, KYCH 
2001 - Barry R. Shaffer 
2002 - Sabato ñSamò Danieleô 
2003 - Raymond C. Ashman 
2004 - Michael J. McAfee 
2005 - Patrick ñKellyò Corridan 
2006 - John F. Millhouse 
2007 - James ñJim ñ Strickland 
2008 - Eugene ñGeneò Crawford 

2009 - Steven B. Walden DDGM 

2010-  Thomas R. Kruse 
2011ï James E.òJimmyò Hawkins www.mibluelodge.org 

CENTRAL BREVARD 
SCOTTISH RITE CLUB 

Keith McGregor È President 

 
Every Third Thursday -6:30pm @ Brevard #113 

THE FORTUNATE MASONS WHOM ADVERTISE WITH MERRITT ISLAND LODGE #353 ARE THE BENEFACTORS OF OVER 450 

MONTHLY MAILINGS AND MONTHLY UPDATES ON OUR GREAT WEBSITE WHICH GETS 100ôs OF MONTHLY VISITS, TOO! 
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Phone: 321 -267 -4808

E-Mail: Chefjolene@cfl.rr.com

Special Occasions
Parties - Weekly Meals
Shopping, Preparation and Clean up

Jolene Corbin

Trestleboard 

 

DOCôs Historic Bait House 
ñIôd Rather be Fishing!ò 

Lorettaôs  HAIR HACIENDA 
               Family Hair Center 

 
Permanent Makeup 

Skin Care 

Waxing 

639-4499  
 

804 Forrest Ave 

Cocoa, Florida  

Your Host: Brother Tom Norwood 

 

Ask me for a wooden nickel!   

1-321-452-2288 
588 Merritt Island Cswy, MI FL  

MICHAEL L. ELLIOTT  

Agent 

 
Asset Management  

 

Mike Elliott Agency, Inc. 
401 Lake Howell Rd 

Maitland FL 32751-5906 

 

Bus   407-671-1100  Fax:  407-671-8303 
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